Andalou and Seashell and the Clergyman, Williams's poetry dwells upon "loss of fantasized bodily omnipotence" (111), creating "a bodily poetic of thwarted desire" (117). Williams uses surrealist techniques to "deflect wish fulfillment and disarray the male bodily ego in its mise-en-scène of desire" (123).
The chapter builds to some fresh readings of poems from Spring and All (123-32) in terms of surrealist cinematic themes and techniques. Some of these points-e.g., the use of fragmentation, juxtaposition, and multiple perspectivesare familiar from critical discussion of Williams and modern painting. Unfortunately, McCabe ignores most previous criticism on Williams and surrealism, including the special issue of the WCWR on this topic (Spring 1996) . But she makes a convincing case that Williams's dual emphasis on movement and on the body has significant parallels with surrealist film.
One difficulty of this book is that some readers (this reviewer included) may not have seen some of the more experimental films discussed, such as G. W. Pabst's Joyless Street and Pandora's Box, and Man Ray's Emak Bakia. Although McCabe does her best to describe the film passages under discussion, the more experimental a film is, the more it tends to resist such verbal paraphrase. Another difficulty is the book's style. I admired McCabe's first book, Elizabeth Bishop and the Poetics of Loss (1994) , partly because of the way she was able to use specialized critical terms precisely and sparingly to illuminate Bishop's poetry. This new book is dense with the terminology of queer/gender/women's/racial studies. Cinematic Modernism outlines a fresh and important approach to modernist poetry. Its argument would sometimes benefit from clearer expression and a fuller recognition of previous scholarship on its subject. Traditions (1976) . Examining the relationship between the work of the modernists and the verse that was still considered "contemporary" when he wrote that book, Pinsky focused on Williams's "coolness," on the way he treats
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